At a summer school on

Rottnest Island

By WINFRED BISSET, staff reporter

@ Sadie Bishop, of Melbourne, is pretty,

young, mother of a two-year-old son, and

a crusader — for the classical guitar.

‘FYHE guitar,” she said,

“i&  pot something
new. It is not a ukulele.
There was music
for it 300 years ago, some
of the most romantic
music ever written and
some of the purest.

‘We do not plink the
suttar strangs, We use vanieties
of thumb tone, down-stroke,
upestroke, nail tone, flesh tone,
and tambour, all kinds of
technique that give tone color
to the guitar. We are serious
musicians.”

Sadie

writlen

was ntroducing the
guitar at .a.Classical Guitar
wmmer  school at  Rottnest
Island, W.A. — the first sum-
mer school of its kind in Aus-
iralia.

The coltage

The school was held in
Cottage “F" on the sland,
built by convicts more than
190 years ago, and the Vice:
Regal summer residence from
1848t 1864,

Students ate picnic meals—
often to the accompaniment of
their own goitars. They prac-
tised populay Spanish  folk

tunes o the beaches,
tumes danced o their
misie,

Sadie ix a, guitanst with an
international repuliiion.

She has played her guitar
on TV in London. She
avcanged the traditional fam.
enco music of southern Spain
and recorded it for a Hlm,
“Spring ir Andalusia,” which
was sold recently to  the

AB.C. for TV.
Capiured

A pupil of Segovia and
i'lJ]rl]. \]Il' }".I!i I.\l'l Oime com-
pletely captured by the lovely
music. produced by the classi-
cal Spanish guitar — and she
wants it to become known
throughout her own country

For iwo Nuccessive years
Sadie awended a  summer
school conducted by Segovia
in the Talan town of Siena

SOrmne-
own

The summer school on Rart-
nest Island was an attempt 1o
recapture  the  atmesphere;
coloring, and gaiety of the
lalian setting

It suvcerded.

Sadie’s crusade seems o be
L1 u'u'd'll!;_:, ton.

More and more orders for
the classical guitar are com-
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guitar is spreading fast on a
nation-wide basis,

The Classical Guitar Society
of Sydmey was formed in
1947 by a group of husiness-
.

“They numbered less than
tem,” said Sadie, “taogh
themselves  from  manuals,
and improved themselves by
listening to records,

“Toclay  there are  mare

50 playing members,

ing in for Andries de Jaeger,
of Mount Lawley, W.

Mr. de Ja r came from
The Hague L years ago.
The guitars hé now makes in
Australin, Sadie says, are
equal in quality to concert
instruments  imported  from
ahroad.

And intkrest in the classical

CRUSADER
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@ Sadie — with her classical Spanish guitar,

® At Thompson’s Bay, Rottnest Island,

11

miles off the coast of W.A., the players sit
on an ancienl sione wall playing their guitars.
From lefi: Mrs. Lorna Prendiville, Sadie
Bishop, Alan Marshall, Ria de Jaeger, Susan
Prendiville, and Andrew de Jaeger,

and Neils  Sgevns,  whose
teacher in Copenhagen was
Mme, Gorki-Schmidt, is now
giving group tuition to fel-
low members.™

Syd-
Sadie
Rive

last
sucieLy

Twice
ney

yéar the
brought
from Metbourne  to
reciials,

At home in Melbourne,
she has about 60 pupils and
a studiv  opposite  Malvern
Station,

Last year the Adult Bduea-
tion Uentre included classical
guitar playing in its syllabus

But Melbourne has vet 1o
form a society of its nwn

The Western  Australinn
Soviety was incorporated in
September, 1959, swrted by
Mrs, Lorna  Prendiville,
well-knownr Perth arise,

Her sindies

When her husband's post-
graduxte studies In
took the family 1o Ensland
she  studied ac- the Spanish
Craitar  Centre in Leicester
Sojunare. !

Surgery

The Centre is un by Len
Willinms, father of rising
voung guitarist John Williame,
formerly of Melbourne, whose

aving Segovin  has praised

avagantly.

When Mrs, Prendiville re-
turned to Perth she ineluded
in her one-man show of paint-
mgs & self-portrait and a por-
irait of her Jauuiili-l. Susan.
Both she and Susan were play-
iz the classical guitar

Gradually a  movement
started in Western  Australia.

Now the tmne foedes
Iive youmg women, five chil-
iren, two  professional plec-
trum guitarists, eioht Uni-

Saciaty

versity  staff, including Pro-
lessor Frank Callaway, the
patron of the Society and the
Professor of Music, a high-
school teacher, o nur a
dortor, a radio announ

city libravian, and a2 young
farmer who travels 200 miles
from Boyup Brook to Perth
for lessons

Tis aims

The Wesietn  Ausdtralian
Classical Guitir Society's aims
are to “promote the plaving
and teiching of the nylomn-
string guMar in the
manner of the great masters,
Segovia and Tarrega.”

The Sotiety is  affiliated
with Brivish, American, and
Continental Societies

riassi

The music played ranges
from  17-century  Gasper
Sand, who was Court guitarist
to Philip IV of Spain, 1o
modern musiciams fike
Manuel de Falla, Joaquin
Turina, Manuel Ponce, of
Mexico, Villa.Lobas, of Brasil,
from tronbadour lute music of
France to flamencos, the tra-
ditional folk improvisations of
southern Spain.

On January 31 in the newly
built St. Catherine's 'College
at  the reity,  Sadie
Bishop will be solo artist at a
Concert under  the
Festival of

EIven
auspices  of  the
Perth Comminee

Meantime, u small classicil
guitarist group is forming at
the University of Queensiand,
and in Tawmania there's an
enthusiast  who  tape-reconds
his guitar prictice, sends it to
Mr. Williams at the Spanish
Contar Centre ' London for
criticism.,
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